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Practical 1 (Score 10%)

Submission deadline: October, 25th.
Task 1 (5%)

a) You are going to watch a video clip
 about the impact of tests, with Elana Shohamy
. As you watch, you can take notes on anything you consider important. Then answer the questions below.
1. What is ‘test impact?’

2. What other names are used to refer to ‘test impact?’

3. Why do tests have an impact?

4. Do tests always have an impact —i.e. do all kinds of tests have an impact?

5. Do ‘good tests’ always have a positive impact and ‘bad tests’ always have a negative impact? Explain.

6. High-stakes testing. Think of at least two testing situations (i.e. types of tests) in Spain that have a high impact.

b) Write a 200 word paragraph about washback, including examples of positive and negative washback to illustrate your definition of the term. You can use your notes, the readings provided by your teacher, and any other resource available, provided you adequately acknowledge your sources at the end of your text.

Task 2 (5%) 

a) You are going to watch a video clip
 about another cornerstone of language testing, reliability, with Alan Davies
. As you watch, you can take notes on anything you consider important. Then answer the questions below.
1. How does Dr. Davies define reliability?

2. Why does he think reliability is important? 
3. What do you need to achieve reliability?

4. How many kinds of reliability does Dr. Davies distinguish? Explain.

5. What is the difference between validity and reliability?

6. Is it always essential for a test to be 100% reliable? Justify your answer.

7. How is reliability measured?

8. Are there ways to improve reliability? Explain.

9. Dr. Davies states that “the best way to satisfy reliability is to make a good test”. What is “a good test” for you? Explain.

10. Do you think it is possible to achieve the perfect test? Justify your answer.

1.2. Write a 350-word essay about reliability in SL testing. Make sure you include a definition of the term and a taxonomy of the different types of reliability. Also, try to include examples that illustrate your definitions/explanations of the different terms discussed. You can use your notes, the readings provided by your teacher, and any other resource available, provided you adequately acknowledge your sources at the end of your essay.
� Fulcher, G. and Thrasher, R. Language testing videos. In association with ILTA, available: http://languagetesting.info/video/main.html


� Dr. Elana Shohamy is a Professor and Chair of the Language Education program at the School of Education, Tel-Aviv University. Among other lines of research, she focuses on language tests as language policies, and various issues related to language rights such as language citizenship tests. Her recent books include: The Languages of Israel: Policy Ideology and Practice (with Bernard Spolsky, 1999; Multilingual Matters); The Power of Tests (2001, Longman/Pearson) and Language Policy: Hidden Agendas and New Approaches (2006, Routledge). She is currently the editor of the journal Language Policy.





� Fulcher, G. and Thrasher, R. Language testing videos. In association with ILTA, available: http://languagetesting.info/video/main.html


� Dr. Davies is a Professor Emeritus of Applied Linguistics at the University of Edinburgh where he was first appointed in 1965. He has taught English and Applied Linguistics in the UK, Kenya, Nepal, Canada and Austria. In recent years he has been Professorial Fellow in the University of Melbourne and Director of the Language Testing Research Centre there. He is former Chair of the British Association of Applied Linguistics and former Secretary-General of the International Association of Applied Linguistics. For the year 2000 he is President of the International Language Testing Association. He is former Editor of the journals Applied Linguistics and Language Testing. Among his publications are: Language Testing Symposium (1968), Testing and Experimental Methods, Volume 4, in Edinburgh Course in Applied Linguistics (1977), Interlanguage (1984), Principles of Language Testing (1990), The Native Speaker in Applied Linguistics (1991), The Bilingual Interface Project (joint author, 1997), and Mark My Words: Assessing Second and Foreign Language Skills (set of 6 videos, joint author, 1996). He is principal author of the Dictionary of Language Testing (1999), and his Introduction to Applied Linguistics: From Practice to Theory, the first volume in a new series from Edinburgh University Press, also appeared in 1999. 
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