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	INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY

Historical origin of International Law: Western Europe 16th century-1945

Three periods:

· European system of states: Peace of Westphalia(1648): “Christian Republic” disintegration, religious freedom and political balance, and the origin of the modern state.
· European civilization states system: Expansion to America, French revolution, Industrial revolution: Congress of Viena (1814-1815) redrew the continent’s political map after Napoleon’s defeat.
· Civilized states society: Berlin Conference (1884-1885): regulated European colonization and trade in Africa.

International Society evolution (causes): Cold War end & Globalization.

Contemporary International Society:  universal, complex, heterogeneous, fragmented & interdependent.
	BASIC CONCEPTS
Definition: law of the political system of nation-states. Distinct and self-contained system of law, independent of the national systems & dealing with relations which they do not effectively govern.

Sources: international treaties, custom, general principles of law and judicial decisions.

International Law Commission: in charge of progressive development of international law & codification.

· Progressive development of I. Law: projects about new matters, not previously regulated.

· Codification: systematization of existing matters.



	INTERNATIONAL LAW ORGANIZATIONS
Subjects: States, I. Organizations, Belligerent Community.

Definition: a formal, continous structure established by agreement among members from at least two states with the aim of pursuing the common interests of the membership.

UNO: founded in 1945 after WWII by 51 countries committed to maintain international peace and security developing friendly relations among other nations and promoting social progress, better living standards and human rights.
· International Court of Justice.

· General Assembly.

· Economic and Social Council.

· Security Council.
	INTERNATIONAL TREATIES
Definition: international agreement concluded  between States in written form and governed by international law, whether embodied in a single instrument or in two or more related instruments and whatever its particular designation.

Classification: Bilateral, Multilateral, Open & Restricted.

Types: The Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties (1969), The Universal Declaration of the Human Rights (1948), the Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989), The European Convention on Human Rights (1950), The Geneva Conventions (1949), the North Atlantic Treaty (1949), the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (1992), the Kyoto Protocol (1997), The Copenhagen Summit (2009), the Outer Space Tr.(‘67)


Translate:  peremptory norm – registrar – ius tractandum – trust fund. 
