DISCURSIVE WRITING

The discursive/expository essay is a genre of essay
that requires the student to investigate an idea,
evaluate evidence, expound on the idea, and set
forth an argument concerning that idea in a clear
and concise manner. This can be accomplished
through comparison and contrast, definition,
example, the analysis of cause and effect, etc.
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Please note: Some confusion may occur
between the argumentative essay and the
expository essay. These two genres are similar,
but the argumentative essay differs from the
expository essay in the amount of pre-writing
(invention) and research involved. The
argumentative essay is commonly assigned as
a capstone or final project in first year writing or
advanced composition courses and involves
lengthy, detailed research. Expository essays
involve less research and are shorter in length.
Expository essays are often used for in-class
writing exercises or tests.

Structure

» An introduction — in this section the topic to be discussed
is clearly stated.

» A main body — it consists of several paragraphs each
presenting a particular point exemplified or justified.

e A conclusion — here the main points of the essay are
summarized, the author’s opinion is stated/restated, a
balanced consideration of the topic is given.

Discursive/Expository Essays: Main Types.
1. Opinion Essay.

2. For And Against Essay.

3. Essay suggesting solution to a problem.
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Basic Do’s Basic Dont’s
» Write in formal, impersonal » Don't use short forms

style » Don'’t use informal/colloquial
» Introduce each point in a language

separate paragraph » Don’t use very emotional
» Use topic sentences for each language

paragraph « Don'’t use over-
» Write well-developed generalizations

paragraphs « Don't express your personal
» Give reasons and examples opinion too strongly

for each point « Don't refer to statistics
* Use sequencing without a proper referencing
+ Use linking words and it

phrases » Don't use personal examples
» Make references to other

sources

Identify the source used

Time for an Anthem the Country Can Sing

The music was composed as a drinking song for an 18th-
century London social club. The words were written in 1814 by
Francis Scott Key to commemorate a battle. And on March 3,
1931, "The Star-Spangled Banner" officially became the
national anthem of the United States. Ever since then, people
have been complaining that the tune is unsingable and the
lyrics are offensive. In response to these complaints, a bill was
recently filed in Congress to replace "The Star-Spangled
Banner" with "America the Beautiful" as our national anthem.
For a number of reasons, this bill deserves wide support.

"The Star-Spangled Banner" can be as painful to listen to as it
is difficult to sing. Even professional singers have difficulty with
its 12-note span, rumbling at "Oh! say, can you see" and
screeching at "the rockets' red glare.” In a way, however, such
rumbles and screeches are fitting, for the lyrics are bloody,
confusing, and war-stained. Does anyone really believe that
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red rockets and bursting bombs express the true spirit of
America? And all that talk of of "the foe's haughty host," 'the
gloom of the grave," and "the war's desolation" is far from being
rousing and inspirational.

Over the years, other songs have been recommended as
replacements, but most of these are just as inappropriate as the
present anthem. "The Battle Hymn of the Republic," for
instance, is also a war tune, and John Philip Sousa's stirring
march "The Stars and Stripes Forever" has no lyrics at all. "My
Country 'Tis of Thee" is sweet and dignified, but the music
belongs to the British national anthem, "God Save the Queen."
And finally, among recent contenders, Bruce Springsteen's
"Born in the U.S.A." has a terrific beat, but its lyrics are better
suited to a requiem than to an anthem. Just imagine how
disconcerting it would be to start a ball game with the line, "You
end up like a dog that's been beat too much.*”

Clearly, "America the Beautiful" deserves to be our national
anthem. For years now, it has been gaining popularity in
school assemblies, at official state functions, and even in our
ball parks. The music is simple, dignified, and--most
important--easy to sing. The lyrics celebrate our history ("O
beautiful for pilgrim feet . . ."), our land ("For purple mountain
majesties above the fruited plain”), our heroes ("Who more
than self their country loved"), and our future ("That sees
beyond the years"). It is proud but not warlike, idealistic
without sounding silly.

Oh! say, it's time "The Star-Spangled Banner" was put to
rest. Surely our flag will continue to wave "O'er the land of
the free and the home of the brave" without benefit of this
windy tune. Let us have a national anthem that the whole
country can sing. Let us sing, with pride, "America the
Beautiful."
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TOPIC FOR THE THIRD CLASS WRITING

Zoos are internment camps for animals and should be
shut down. Write a discursive essay where this idea is
discussed (approx. 250 words)

Deadline: 27t April 2012
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